BIRTH   OF  THE   SYNDICATE

portraits, entertains at supper a number of loose French
girls from Rouen, and is shot by one of the girls for vilify-
ing Frenchwomen. Frohman was deeply impressed.

"Why can't you make it into a long play?" said
Frohman.

"I can," said Potter.

"How?" queried Frohman.

"By showing what happened to the French aristocrats
while the Prussian officer was shooting up the place,"
answered the author.

"Do it," said Frohman, "and 111 open the season of
the Empire Stock Company in this drama, and get
George Alexander interested for London."

As ''The Conquerors" the play went into rehearsal
about Christmas. Mrs. Dazian, wife of Henry Dazian,
the costumier, was watching a scene in which William
Faversham plans the ruin of Viola Allen, the leading
woman.

"Well," said Mrs. Dazian," "if New York will stand
for that it will stand for anything."

Frohman jumped up in excitement. "What is wrong
with it?" he cried. "The manuscript was shown to a
dozen people of the cleanest minds. They found nothing
wrong. I've done the scene a dozen times. I have it
up-stairs on my shelves at this moment in 'The Sporting
Duchess.'"

Mrs. Dazian was obdurate.    "It is awful," she said.

The first night approached. Potter was to sail for
Europe next day. Frohman had provided him with
sumptuous cabin quarters on the New York. After the
dress rehearsal, Potter appeared on the Empire stage,
where he found Frohman. The latter was worried.

"Paul," said he, "the first three acts are fine:   the

14                                    20100We can't his cheeks as was
